
 

The GlassCastle 

By JeannetteWalls 

The Glass Castle has received 

the 2005 Elle Readers Prize 

and the 2006 American Library 

Association Alex Award. 

While Reading a Good Reader ….. 

Makes connections between the book and 

his/her own experiences 

Asks questions of the text  

Formulates opinions 

Analyzes the author’s craft ~ word choice 

~ literary devices used 

Looks for patterns 

Makes Predictions 

Annotation Reminders  

Don’t just underline; make notes 

in the margin. 

Look up any words you don’t know, and 

write the definition in the margin. 

Note when a character is introduced and/

or described. 

Note the settings.  

Reading Strategies 

ACHS English II Honors 

Summer Read 
 

JeannetteWalls 

Jeannette Walls was born in Phoenix, Arizona 

in 1960 to Rex and RoseMarie Walls. 

Jeannette Walls is a popular gossip columnist 

for magazines such as New York, USA Today 

and Esquire, and MSNBC.com. She is the au-

thor of two books: Dish: The Inside Story of 

the World of Gossip and The Glass Castle: A 

Memoir. 

At the age of three, Walls caught her dress on 

fire while attempting to cook a hotdog because 

her mother was too busy painting to fix her a 

meal. When she was ten, Jeannette and her 

family ended up in Welch, Virginia, the small 

mining town where Walls' father grew up; the 

children could add their grandmother's abuse 

to their list of hardships. At age seventeen, 

Walls finally escaped to New York City with 

her older sister, and the two struggled to sup-

port themselves with jobs in the service indus-

try while living in an apartment in the South 

Bronx. Eventually, Walls graduated from Co-

lumbia Universityôs Barnard College in 1984, 

a degree paid for with scholarships, loans, and 

her own hard-earned money, then went on to a 

career in journalism.  ~Scribner 
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BELOW ARE SEVERAL 

WEBSITES THAT RELATE 

TO THE NOVEL OR AU-

THOR.  YOU MIGHT FIND 

THEM INTERSTING! 

 

 

HTTP://
WWW.NYTIMES.COM/2005/03/13/
BOOKS/
REVIEW/013COVERPROSE.HTML 

 

HTTP://
CONVERSATIONSFAMOUSWRIT-
ERS.BLOGSPOT.COM/2005/10/
JEANNETTE-WALLS-GLASS-CASTLE.HTML 

 

HTTP:// GOTHAMIST.COM/2005/05/27/
JEANNETTE_WALLS_AUTHOR_THE_GLASS

_CAS-

TLE_GOSSIP_COLUMNIST_MSNBCCOM.PH

P 

 

 

 

SOON TO BE A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE 

FROM PARAMOUNT STUDIOS! 

 

 

Summary 

 

Jeannette Walls's father always called her 

"Mountain Goat" and there's perhaps no more apt 

nickname for a girl who navigated a sheer and 

towering cliff of childhood both daily and stoi-

cally. In The Glass Castle, Walls chronicles her 

upbringing at the hands of eccentric, nomadic 

parents--Rose Mary, her frustrated-artist mother, 

and Rex, her brilliant, alcoholic father. To call the 

elder Walls's childrearing style laissez faire would 

be putting it mildly. As Rose Mary and Rex, mo-

tivated by whims and paranoia, uprooted their 

kids time and again, the youngsters (Walls, her 

brother and two sisters) were left largely to their 

own devices. But while Rex and Rose Mary 

firmly believed children learned best from their 

own mistakes, they themselves never seemed to 

do so, repeating the same disastrous patterns that 

eventually landed them on the streets. Walls de-

scribes in fascinating detail what it was to be a 

child in this family, from the embarrassing 

(wearing shoes held together with safety pins; 

using markers to color her skin in an effort to 

camouflage holes in her pants) to the horrific 

(being left with a child abuser).  Though Walls 

has well earned the right to complain, at no point 

does she play the victim. In fact, Walls' removed, 

nonjudgmental stance is initially startling, since 

many of the circumstances she describes could be 

categorized as abusive (and unquestioningly ne-

glectful). But on the contrary, Walls respects her 

parents' knack for making hardships feel like ad-

ventures, and her love for them--despite their 

overwhelming self-absorption--resonates from 

cover to cover. --Brangien DavisðAmazon.com  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cool Websites to Visit 

Post Reading Questions to Consider 
 
1.  How would you describe the Wallsõ 
parentsõ parenting skills? 
 
2.  How is Jeannette affected by her 
family and by the society she grows 
up in? 
 
3.  What are some of the 
        messages the author 
        wishes to convey? 
 

IMPORTANT!  Be sure to bring 

this bookmark, your book and 

your assignment to class on the 

first day of school! 

Challenge:  Look up the defini-
tion of òaphorism.ó  How 
many aphorisms can you find 
in the novel?   


