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Video game systems
battle for buyers

By Chris Jacobs

As time passes, things change. With the video game industry, this change has
become hard for many to deal with, mostly financially. Right now therearethree
different competitorsin the race for the king of the video game hill. Those three
competitors are Sony, Microsoft, and the old but not forgotten Nintendo. If you're

like many gamersthisyear and simply don’t have enough money to buy all of the
next-generation systems, here’'salittle guide to help you with your decision.

PLAYSTATION

Final Fantasy X - Playstation

Of dl three systems, PlayStation
2 hasthe most games. With back-
wards compatibility, a player can
play al old PlayStation gameson

the new console.

PlayStation 2 has been out a
year longer than both Nintendo's
GameCube and Microsoft’s Xbox,
giving it many moretitlesmadefor
it than both systems can hope to
have available any time soon.
However, does this necessarily
mean it has good games? The an-
swer is yes. The system is cur-
rently the home for titles such as
Metal Gear Solid 2, Grand Theft
Auto 3, and Final Fantasy X.

Having games like GS2 that
magazines such as Game Informer
can be quoted saying, “Without a
hint of doubt, this is the greatest
game I’'ve ever played,” doesn't
hurt Sony’s chances. The retail
price of $299.99 may be a bit
heavy for gamers.

XBOX

Halo- Xbox

Xbox, Microsoft’sdark horse, is
the most powerful home gaming
console ever released. However,
a lack of future titles and third-
party support may cause it prob-
lems in the future, as many Japa-

nese developers have
pulled the plug on thisnew
system. With games such
as Halo and Dead or Alive
3, Xbox hasindeed shownit not
only has to power but the games
to back itself up. The unit retails
at the same price as PlayStation 2.

NINTENDO
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Super Smash Bros-Nintendo

Nintendo hasalwaysbeen afa-
vorite of many when it comes

down to the games, but many ques-
tion if their new system, the
GameCube, ispowerful enough

to compete with PlayStation 2
and Xbox. However, Corpo-

rate Vice President of Sega

Enterprises Yu Suzuki can

offer some good advice
when it comes to a sys-
tems power.
“Theideasof thecreator
and the game play itself are
more important because anyone
will be able to have good graph-
ics.” A gamer familiar with
Nintendo knows they are famous
for phenomenal game releases
such asthe Zeldaand Mario series.
Not only do they have this on
their side, but their unit retails at
$199.99, a hundred dollars less
than the other two competitors.
Those with light pockets will find
that much to their pleasure. How-
ever, itcan't play DVDs, andwhile
those already with a DVD player
may not think that matters, those
looking to get a package deal will
be disappointed.

So when deciding which system
to buy thisyear, just remember that
whileBill Gatesmay say, “ (Xbox)
is a breakthrough device,” that
there are two other systems out
there with enough power to please
aswell, and they just may be able
to entertain much more than

Microsoft’'s black box.
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