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Renovation underway

By Michael Cohen

and Jeff Danna

Construction workers began the first stages
of demolishing and renovatingthegirls' locker
room on Wed., Feb. 27.

The renovation of the locker room, located
south of the south gymnaium, will include
increasing the size and changing the set up of
the current locker room, installing new lockers
and more storage closets, installing better and
brighter lights, and consolidating the four
separate coaches’ areasinto one area.

The renovation will begin on March 27,
continue through the summer, and is planned
to be completed by the end of September.

Jim Dennis, Antioch Community High
School’s Facilities Manager, is heading up the
design and construction of therenovation. He's
been the Facilities Manager at ACHS for four
yearsand hisfirst project herewasthe addition
put on to the north side of the school that added
art and science rooms.

“Current coaches had input in the design that
we'regoing to use,” said Dennis. “Wewant to
make the locker room more user friendly.”

Renovators want to make sure that there are
two areas of the locker room, one for athletic
dressing areas and one for physical education
dressing areas. There will be bigger areas for
changing so the girlsaren’'t as crowded. Also,
the size of the locker room will be increased
sothat thefacility will beableto meet thefuture
demandsof alarger female student population.

According to Dennis the renovation of the
girls locker room is part of the referendum to
expand ACHS that was passed 2 years ago in
order to make room for more incoming
students. And although it was not the original
issue, the renovation should help end the
argument that ACHS currently has too little
girls' locker room space.

In regardsto what girlswill have to do once

m

) Photo by Kevin Kruthers
CONSTRUCTION CONFINES: Dueto the construction and renovation on the south

side of the high school, girls will be ousted from their locker room and confined
to another area, probably the dance room, to change for gym and athletics.

demolition is under way is uncertain.

“We'll do whatever we can,” said ACHS
Athletic Director Steve Schoenfelder.
“Unfortunately, aproject like this can’t be done
over one summer. Itisjust too big of aproject.
WEe're trying to minimize the amount of work
on either end of the summer.”

Kellen Grana, an ACHS junior, has heard
rumorsthat the school plansto have girlschange
in the dance room before gym while the locker
room is being renovated.

“It's a bad idea,” said Grana. “[The dance
room] is a smaller, but wide open space, there
are windows, and there are mirrors that make
you look kind of funny.”

Grana doesn’t think that the locker room
should even be renovated.

“It doesn’'t make a difference to me[if the
locker room isrenovated], I’'m only in there
maybe three minutes everyday. Although, |
wouldn’t mind alocker room that is cleaner,
has a better smell, has bigger lockers, and
doesn't have water dripping fromtheceiling,”
said Grana.

Andrea EdIl, an ACHS senior, commented
about the renovation after four years in the
old locker room.

“I’ve never really had a problem with the
locker room besides the fact that it smells
funny,” said EdI.

Board to begin referendum campaign

the community.

“1 believe the canvassing will

erendum because they will have

By Kellie Rouse

The Antioch Community High
School School Board istaking im-
mediate actionsin order to get the
community to vote “yes’ for the
referendum on the upcoming
March 19 election.

In order to inform the commu-
nity about the repercussions that
will occur, named in the Crisis
Plan, if theresidents of the district
vote to not pass the referendum,
the School Board has put together
numerous campaign activities.

Themain strategy the Board will
us is canvassing. The Board of
Education, in coalition with fac-
ulty, administrators, and students
of ACHS and community mem-
bers, plan to present information
about the referendum to commu-
nity members that may not be too
knowledgeabl e about the situation
facing District 117. Thevolunteers
will go door to door seeking sup-
port of the referendum throughout

Volunteers will distribute infor-
mation stating “the district has
spent itsmoney wisely,
but additional
funding to run
programs at
both the
current and
the second
high
school is
needed,”
sadACHS
principal
Dr. James
Love.

ACHS jun-
ior and stu-

dent council CAMPAIGNING: The

help to make more people aware
of the problem. Hopefully wewill
get interest from new
people instead of re-
peating our cam-
paign to the
same people,”
s a i d
Heffernan.
Canvass-
ing will take
place on
Sat., March9
and Sat.,
March 16. Any
community
members may
volunteer to
district has help canvasby

representative initiated its effort to educate the callingACHS.

M ar.i
Heffernan will volunteer with can-
vassing. “I don’t want the crisis
plan to be enacted. | want to be
actively participating to prevent
it,” said Heffernan.

e community about the referendum.

“A mgorfo-
cusison parents of studentsin el-
ementary school. Three-quarters
of the students presently in high
school will not be directly im-
pacted by the outcome of the ref-

graduated in 2004.

“It's important that the elemen-
tary school parentsare knowledge-
able of theissues, how the success
of the referendum impacts their
children,” said District 117 Super-
intendent Dr. Dennis Hockney.

Presentationswill be madetothe
community at elementary school
Parent Teacher Organization meet-
ings. Presentations will be made
tolocal civic groups, such as the
Lions, the Rotary, the Junior
Women'’s Clubs and the Antioch
and Lindenhurst-Lake VillaCham-
bers of Commerce.

The referendum campaign also
includes various mailings, sign
placement around the community,
and the wearing of buttons sup-
porting the referendum.

According to Love, “the cam-
paignwill only be successful if we
make sure that everyone who sup-
ports the referendum goes and
votes on Tues., March 19.”



