March 1, 2002

@ Feature ® Tom Tom

An alternate form of power...

ACHS junior makes plan to save money and the environment

By Ciarra Kent

Ontop of honors classes, National Honor
Society, Student Council, Environmental
club, a job and just being a teenager,
Gretchen Johnson, junior at Antioch
Community High School, is using the
energy she has left to propose the use of
aternative energy at the new district 117
high school.

Johnson, president of the Environmental
Club, has a special interest in the
environment and believes that district 117
should use wind energy and or solar power
to run their new high school building.

“1 am proposing solar and or wind power
because | think that it would be beneficial
to the environment, it would be economical
and also a good learning experience,” said
Johnson.

Johnson has already met with Dr. James much wind they receive each year. Johnson
Love, Principal of ACHS, and also the then compared the amount of wind in the
Business Manager, William Ahlers. lake county areato the area of Spirit Lake.

“Mr.Ahlerssaid that theuse of alternative  She found the wind received in the Lake
energy had been County area to be
discussed, but thecost & & slightly lower than

analysis didn’t pan  Mr. Ahlerssaid that theuse of  received in the Spirit

ogt. However, mine gjter native energy had been Lake area. .
did and he seemed discu | but the cost analvsis After receiving al
interested in that,” ! y the necessary

said Johnson. didn’t pan out. However, mine did information, Johnson

Johnson contacted and he seemed interested in that. came up with a cost
Spirit Lake -Gretchen Johnson analysis that turned
Elementary School in President, Environmental Club out to be lower than
Spirit Lake, lowa to the analysis produced
find out how much 73 by Alhers.
money it cost the school to runand maintain In the next couple of months Johnson
the alternative source of energy. hopes to be able to produce away to make

She asked how much the windmill cost, solar power and or wind energy possible at
how much money it gave them and how the new district 117 high school. Johnson

hasresearched school sthat use wind energy
and or solar power to run their schools and
found that thereare many factorsthat benefit
the school.

Along with the fact that schools that use
alternative energy, depend solely on
themselvesfor energy, in some cases schools
are also able to sell the energy they don’t
use to power companies or other sources.

“Schoolsalso are able to use the forms of
dternativeenergy asalearningtotool,” said
Johnson. The biggest pay off for Johnsonis
the fact that she believes that wind energy
and or solar power isthe best power source
for the environment.

For Johnson, helping the environment is
motivation enough to put in the time.

For now, Johnson is working on a
proposal, but she hopes in the near future
her proposal will become reality.

The Heist steals the stage with its student’s led performance

By Jessica Halston

Thewinter season brought warm
laughs as Antioch Community
High School senior Tom Kenney
lit up the auditorium with his
original script ‘The Heist,” an
enchanting comedy about thetrials
and tribulations of a pair of high
school friends.

Doomed to starvation and
eviction from their apartment,
friends Simon and Mickey, played

arealso after thegem. Theintricate
story, which was written out of
chronological order, also involves
atrio of female thieves-a send-of
on Charlie’'s Angels- played by
ACHS seniors Megan Lorang,
Jordan Houtz, and Jen Richardson.

“I went to the audition not
knowing what to expect,” said
ACHS junior Aaron Sexton, who
took thelead role asaudacious and
exhuberant Simon.

Sexton, whose |leading role was

his first at the high school, felt a
kinship to Simon uponfirst reading
the character’slines.
“Simon’sbasically meinamore
amplified version,” said Sexton,
who praised the script for its
humor. “Itwasreally agreat script.
There were alot of editing errors.
It became a joke with [the cast],
and we' d read theincorrect lines.”
The awesome quality of the
production was increased by the
fact that it wasentirely student-run.

Writer and director Kenney held
complete control.

“1 had alot more leniency,” said
Sexton, who plans to attempt the
process himself. After three years
in the drama program,

Audience members seemed to
agreethat the student influence was
obviousinthestory, and it provides
a much more enjoyable
performance.

“They’re directed more toward
the student body,” said ACHS

junior Ashley Myersof student-run
productions.

Stagehand and ACHS junior
Karly Guldan offered a different
perspective from behind the
scenes.

“Weworked well together when
it was oneof our peersleading us,”
said Guldan. She continued on to
say that the best part was
“watching [the actors] progress.”

Overall, the production was a
success.

by ACHS students Aaron

Sexton and Andrew
Newton, embark on a quest
to steal ajewel from alocal
museum. Little do they
know that crime boss Big
Mac, played by ACHS|
sophomore Nick Ardagna, |
and his eccentric henchmen|
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HOLD UP: Actors in the play, The Heist, rob a local diner [right.] This student led production has a surprise ending, with tied up security guards and lost

thieves this production proved to be a true success for the director Tom Kenny, and an excellent final product of everyone involved.
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