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Slapstick to satire. . .

PM&L play has it all

Audience gets few thrills;
‘Dragonfly’ hits windshield

William Shakespeare, one of the most popular play-
wrights of all time, has come to Antioch.

The Complete Works of William Shakespeare-
Abridged was the third show during the 41st season
of the Palette Masque and Lyre Theatre.  The play
includes 37 of Shakespeare’s plays in 97 minutes by
five actors.

The play began quickly and immediately, the hu-
mor starts with a few short skits somewhat unrelated
to Shakespeare played by Stacey
Majers and Kenelm Scheske.

After the introduction to
Shakespeare, performed by Paul
Bleadow and Tim Curtis, the true
nature of the play was already obvi-
ous. The Complete Works of William
Shakespeare-Abridged is a satirical
comedy with a number of sexual in-
nuendoes.

The first act is Romeo and Juliet.
For this, all of the actors took the
stage including Maragh Quinlan
who acted as a narrator.  Having only five actors to
carry out all the parts in the play, and the cast mixing
classic lines with new more humorous ones definitely
made the show more enjoyable.

After Romeo and Juliet, the cast decided to per-
form Othello as a rap scene where each actor contin-
ued the story off the previous one.

One of the more creative parts of the performance
was the comedies.  For either a lack of time or just a

Having only five actors
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Dr. Joe Darrow’s (Kevin
Costner) wife, Emily (Susanna
Thompson), dies tragically in a
bus accident in Venezuela.

Emily, an incredibly dedicated
p e d i a t r i c
oncologist was
traveling to
Venezuela on a
medical mercy
mission when
heavy rains
spelt doom for
the crowded
busload of
t e r r i f i e d
passengers.

Months after
her death, Joe
is still trying to
come to grips
with his grave
loss.

As the head of emergency
services, Joe works around the
clock to prevent himself from
grieving over his wife’s untimely
death.

Many hours and long days are
the causes Joe’s friends think
contribute to the supernatural
happenings Joe claims occur.

Numerous dragonfly (Emily’s
favorite creature) encounters
lead Joe to believe his wife is
desperately trying to contact
him.

Joe’s colleagues and close
friends are quite concerned for
his mental anguish; therefore
they suggest a lengthy vacation

whitewater rafting at best.
Determined to find the

meaning of the many strange
occurrences, Joe sets out on a
journey to Venezuela.

Through a series of twists and
turns Joe, “the mind without the

heart” finds
closure to his
wife’s death deep
in the jungles of
Venezuela.

Actors Kathy
Bates , Linda
Hunt and Joe
Morton  add to
the list of
talented actors,
taking small
parts in the film.

Morton, who
plays the
d i s a p p r o v i n g
h o s p i t a l
administrator,

plays the role
exceptionaly
well.

D i r e c t o r
Tom Shadyac
(Patch Adams,
Ace Ventura:
Pet Detective)
attempts to
create a
thriller similar
to the likes of What Lies
Beneath and Mothman
Prophecies.

Although he does not grasp
the concept of a great thriller,
Dragonfly does make for a
decent movie.

disliking of Shakespeare’s comedies, the cast decided
to combine 16 of Shakespeare’s comedies into one
short play entitled Four Weddings and a Transves-
tite.  This section was extremely funny.

For reasons unfathomable by most people, Titus
Andronicus was performed as a cooking show.  This
was somewhat vulgar but still humorous.

For Shakespeare’s histories, the cast decided to play
a football game.  The football game was played be-
tween Bleadow, Curtis, and Scheske with a crown.
Majers and Quinlan cheered them on.  Macbeth was

played by all of the actors with a
heavy Scottish accent.

At this point, the cast took a
break to look at which play they
had not done yet.

Hamlet was the resulting play
they chose to perform.  However,
Bleadow got scared and ran out of
theatre, consequently; Quinlan,
Curtis, and Scheske went chasing
after him.  Eventually, all returned
and performed Hamlet.

Then they performed it two more times going faster
each time until the play was all five actors saying
one important line all at the same time and stabbing
themselves.

At the conclusion of the 37 plays in 97 minutes,
the cast performed Hamlet backwards.  As odd as
acting backwards may seem, everyone was excep-
tionally good at it, particularly Tim Curtis who played
Hamlet, the last survivor.

★★★
By Craig Maniscalco

 There are few spook
moments when the audience
jumps, although these
occurrences are seen widely in
advance.

The movie seems relatively
superficial and the clues that

guide Joe to his
journey to
Venezula are
repeated so
often it makes
one believe the
director is
trying to beat
you over the
head with them.

However, the
ending does take a nice twist and
makes the movie well worth
watching.

 Perhaps the best solution to
viewing this movie would be to
wait until this flick hits the
blockbuster nearest you.
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By Ashley Foster
★★
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