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The life of another person is a
common fascination for many
people and with The Diary of Ellen
Rimbauer the average reader has
a first row seat in Ellen’s strange
life.

The Diary takes place in the
early nineteen hundreds and begins
with young Ellen speaking of
courtship with her newfound love,
John Rimbauer.

She accepts his marriage pro-
posal even after hearing the rumors
of his secret affairs.

The next entries that follow take
you on the yearlong honeymoon
the two newlyweds share, but the
getaway is far from ordinary.

It is on their trip where Ellen
meets her new servant and soon to
be best friend, Sukeena.

Sukeena will play a large and
significant part from the middle of
the diary to the end.

The relationship between
Sukeena and Ellen becomes con-
fusing at times.

Their friendship transforms into
many different levels and many
different points it is questionable
of whether they are friends or

★★★
By Janet Mandro fact that Rose Red is possessed by

some demon to the many deaths
and disappearances (including
Ellen’s daughter) that occur in the
house.

The book is also found in the fic-
tion section and at first it was un-

clear whether
or not this book
was real.

There isn’t
an author’s
name and it is
clearly stated
that a woman of
the name Joyce
Reardon edited
the diary.

There are
notes found through out the diary
from Joyce herself that state inter-
esting facts and important informa-
tion.

Though the diary isn’t real and
(after doing research) there is in-
formation that states that it was
written by either Stephen King or
his wife, Tabitha.  There are also
references in the diary from King’s
other books.  There are references
to Carrie, about burning down a
school and to Cujo, about a pos-
sessed dog.

It would makes sense that King
would write this novel himself be-
cause this diary is a complimen-
tary book following King’s novel,
Rose Red (also became a television
movie that recently premiered).

Also, some of the diary entrees
would span many months even a
year, but were written as if there
was a day difference, also many
entrees obtained exact dialogs that
are rather unrealistic.

The best part of the book is the
fact that everything is explained
and that at every entry the reader
learns something different, al-
though as the book nears the end
the information uncovered gets in-
creasingly more bizarre.

Over all, The Diary is hard to
put down.  It is a great discussion
piece with a lot of information to
talk about.

 It isn’t an enlightening book and
will not leave the reader yearning
for a better life, but it’s worth the
time and is a definite page turner.

Strange but not entirely true. . .

‘The Diary of Ellen Rimbauer’ doesn’t
leave much to the imagination

Symphony Orchestra
performs Beethoven 5
By Ashley Foster

something unspeakably more.
At first Sukeena seemed like a

unnecessary character, but as the
story went on and the house gained
more life and power, her reason
becomes more evident. Although,
it isn’t fully explained why,
Sukeena has spe-
cial powers that
allow her to feel
and almost speak
with the house.

Without giv-
ing out any sur-
prising details of
the events that
happen when
they return to the
house, there is
one main factor that should be
known; the house isn’t normal.

It also seems that Ellen isn’t
right in the head as well and as the
reader goes through more pages
the question of her sanity is
strengthened.

The house becomes more than
just a home for Ellen and her fam-
ily to live but rather a person
named Rose Red.  It isn’t even re-
ferred to as her house anymore.

A word to the wise, The Diary
is very personal and intimate in nu-

merous parts.
It is claimed to

be edited but still
contains many
graphic scenes.
There are many
references to sex,
rape, and other in-
timate relations.

Some scenes are
too graphic and
definitely inappro-
priate for many
readers.

It isn’t detailed,
but the references
are obvious.  Be-
sides the entries
about Ellen and
John’s relation-
ship, the book is
very interesting.

The book is
found in the horror
section and it is
evident of the rea-
son why, from the

It isn’t an enlightening
book and will not leave
the reader yearning for
a better life, but it’s
worth the time and is a
definite page turner.
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The talented Midwest Young
Artists’ (MYA) Symphony
Orchestra held a concert at
Northwestern University’s Pick-
Staiger Concert
Hall on Sat.,
Feb. 23.  Dr.
Allen Dennis
and Dr.  Bruce
Hall were the
conductors for
the evening.

The program
for the night included two
beautiful concertos, the rondo of
Beethoven’s Piano concerto No.
5 “Emporer” and the first
movement of the Dvorak cello
concerto.

The senior choral, directed by
Dr. Bruce Hall, sang Haydn’s
“Theresa” Mass.  To wrap up the
evening, the Symphony Orchestra
performed Beethoven’s widely
acclaimed Symphony No. 5.

The second piece in the
program was Haydn’s “Theresa”
Mass.  Alumni Kristine Heiting,
Corey Hall, Garret Johanssen and
Eitan Nafali were the featured
soloists for this piece, each of
whom performed their solos
nearly flawlessly.

Next, the orchestra
accompanied Anna Burden in the
first movement of Dvorak’s Cello
concerto.

Burden, winner of the

Walgreens Concerto Competition
Senior MYA Division performed
so extravagantly that she swept
the attention quickly away from
the powerful Orchestra.

Performing flawlessly to the
a u d i e n c e ,
B u r d e n ’ s
talents did not
go unnoticed.

Dr.  Allen
D e n n i s
concluded the
evening with
the much

anticipated Beethoven Symphony
No. 5.  Conducting solely from
memory, Maestro Dennis put all
of his energy into this final piece.

The excitement within the
orchestra carried over to Dennis
who conducted the piece
unusually rapid.  Orchestra
members profusely tried to keep
up.

Eventually the woodwinds
calmed the tempo and together,
the orchestra was able to sweep
everyone off of their feet with the
immensely powerful
performance.

This was a true Finale for an
orchestra filled with such amazing
talents, coming from across the
midwest region.

The Senior Orchestra’s next
concert will take place on May 5
They will be performing
Rachmaninov’s Second
Symphony.

Performing flawlessly to
the audience, Burden’s
talents did not go
unnoticed.
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HOME ACCENTS

1.Scrapbooking
2. Collectibles
3. Candles
4. Fabric/Quilting
5. Kids Crafts

6. Floral
7. Furniture/
Home Decor
8. Framing/
Gallery

Hannah’s

Eight specialty stores
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455 Lake Street, Antioch, IL
www.hannahs.com

395-3355
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