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No matter which road you take
to get to Antioch, it’s impossible
not to notice the sign that hangs
right underneath the Antioch city
sign.  No, I’m not talking about
the population; I’m talking about
the 2000 State Champion Dance
Team sign.  Which, unfortunately
is currently the only State Cham-
pionship sign Antioch has to hang.

 Along with finishing first two
years ago, the dance team took
second in state last year.  With all
their recent success one thing
seems to be missing-recognition.

 Aside from the occasional
morning announcement, heard
over the school’s
public address
system there
isn’t much said
about them. A lot
of people don’t
seem to under-
stand how much
work these girls
put into their
routines, or how much excitement
their routines generate at compe-
titions.   They work just as hard
(if not harder) than any other
Antioch athletic team.

Like other Antioch athletic
teams they have practice almost
everyday after school. But unlike
most teams, they do it throughout
the entire year.  During football
season, they perform their rou-
tines during half-
time of all the home
games, but when
football season
ends, the dance
team’s season is
just beginning.
They then perform
during halftime of
all the home bas-
ketball games.
Those halftime
shows really are

“A lot of people don’t
seem to understand how
much work these girls
put into their routine.

“

Dance Team
deserves
more respect
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Final Thoughts

By Andy Pruski

Bright lights flood a stadium on
a darkened street in Waukegan,
where various teams from the far
reaches of Lake County meet to
face off in a friendly game of
soccer.

The indoor soccer league,
sponsored by the North Lake
County Soccer Association, for the
w i n t e r
season is
more a
p r a c t i c e
sport than a
competitive
one, the
majority of
the players
f e e d i n g
from high
s c h o o l
t e a m s .
Boys from
A n t i o c h
Community
H i g h
School are
d i v i d e d
a m o n g
t h r e e
Lindenhurst
t e a m s ,
while girls
a r e
distributed
by age into
t h r e e
A n t i o c h
teams.

“[Indoor]
goes a lot
faster, but
the goal is smaller,” said Eric
Carlberg, Lindenhurst Dragons
Blue goalie and ACHS senior.

Under the direction of coach
Roger Gray, Carlberg helps carry
the Dragons through a winning
season, averaging 3-4 shutouts per

an 11 game season.
The Dragons Blue, whose

winning streak of six only leaves
them with one loss, are first in
the division.

Trailing just behind are the
Lindenhurst Dragons White at
third place and the Lindenhurst
Boltz U-17 at sixth.

The Dragons Blue starting
left forward Rob Janke had
hoped for an undefeated season,

saying:
“I hope
t o
average
e i g h t
goals per
game for
the team,
and three
or four
myself.”

Antioch
1 ,
Ant ioch
2, and
Antioch 3
comprise
the girls’
division
f o r
p l a y e r s
h a i l i n g
f r o m
A C H S .
T h o u g h
n e i t h e r
g e n d e r
practices
as a team,
t h e
benefi ts
r e a p e d
are plenty

for spring players.
“We try to keep it our game,”

said Jeni Houtz, ACHS senior and
soccer player of 12 years.  “We
work on possession and one touch
passing.”

Seasoned by years of traveling

“You always have to be
on your toes.  [The best
part of the game) is the
mental part; how fast it
goes sometimes. “-Jeni Houtz

Offense

For the love of the game...

Winter months an opportunity to hone
skills indoors for seasoned soccer players

By Jessica Halston

Photo by Andy Pruski

           Don’t Settle For Less Than “The Best”

Now in Antioch
Next to the Squire and ACHS
277 Rt. 173 •  Antioch, IL 60002

Next class starts February 18

     (847) 223-7338

     THE BEST
Driving School, Inc.

March 1, 2002 Tom Tom • Sports 19

the equivalent of an elaborate dress
rehearsal for the dancers.

 Throughout the year, they per-
form in various competitions, all
leading up to state competition.
People don’t understand, that in
dance, the difference between first
and second place could be some-
thing as minute as having safety
pins showing on their costumes,
which actually happened to the
team earlier in the year. Unlike
crunch-time in football and basket-
ball games, in dance, crunch-time
is the whole routine.   There is   ab-
solutely no  room  for    any errors.

Most people would crack under
such intense
pressure, but so
far this year the
dance team has
been respond-
ing without los-
ing a beat.  Prov-
ing time and
again that they
are up to the

challenge, and responding to the
pressure by performing their rou-
tines with elegance, enthusiasm
and grace.  On March 23,     the
dance team will be performing in
the state competition held in
Champagne Illinois.

I say we take a ride down there
and show our support for the dance
team.  Hopefully when we return,
they will be hanging another State
Championship sign to greet us. Photo by Jessica Halston

TRICKY MOVE : ACHS Junior Ryan
Schuster showcases his variety of
skills during a recent indoor soccer
contest at the Lake County Sports
Center in local Waukegan, Illinois.

and outdoor soccer, the teams hone
their skills by being open to new
positions and working together in

the 40 minute games, during
which there are two 20-minute
halves.

“We don’t have a true goal
keeper,” said Antioch 1 coach
Mark Hungarland.  “But they’ve
all been really good sports about
it.”  Antioch 1 plays with only one
substitute, and players take turns
tending the goal.

As to the advantages of playing
indoors, Houtz says it’s more
about awareness.

“You always have to be on your
toes,” said Houtz.  “[The best part
of the game] is the mental part;
how fast it goes sometimes.”

The Dragons’ Janke later added
that the appeal in playing indoors
lay is its quickened pace.  “You’re
allowed a lot more fouls, and
you’re not penalized as much,”
said Janke.

The home field for both
divisions is the Lake County
Sports Center in Waukegan.

The Lindenhurst teams can be
seen on Wednesdays.

The girls’ Antioch teams
featured on Thursdays.

The light-hearted nature of the
teams make for an interesting
setting.  “We lost once to
Grayslake,” said Janke.  “It
must’ve been a fluke.”
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