
one weekend a month at the base and a two week 
long tour to destinations halfway around the world, 
plus whatever other time is spent away from home 
at the base.

“It’s a very stressful time,” said Pedersen. 
Age appropriate packets are sent out to people who 

may be affected by the absence of a loved one. 
 The different support groups meet to provide 

comfort for one another and to learn  how to deal 
with the added stress caused by an estranged family. 
There are different types of classes depending on the 
needs of the people in the area, and the location of 
people.
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August 1990

Iraqi forces invaded Kuwait when Sad-
dam accused Kuwait of violating oil 
production limits established by the 
Organization of the Petroleum Export-
ing Countries (OPEC). Which caused 
the oil prices to drop quickly.

November 1990
The UN Security Council approved the use 
of force to remove Iraqi troops from Kuwait 
if they did not leave by 15 January 1991.

17 January 1991

A coalition of 39 countries began 
bombing Iraq which was the start 
of the Persian Gulf War.

11 April 1991
The UN Security Council declared the Persian 
Gulf War formally over. Iraq was to destroy all 
of its biological and chemical weapons. 

December 1998

The United Kingdom and the United States 
launched a series of air-raids on Iraq, 
because Iraq would not let the UN weapon 
inspectors into suspected weapons sites.

October -November 2001
Iraq was suspected of being involved in bio-terrorist attacks 
which killed five Americans who had come in contact with 
Anthrax.

November 2001

Bush urged Saddam Hussein to allow UN 
weapons inspectors to return to Iraq. 

February 2003
The U.S. went before the UN to give 
evidence of why they should take ac-
tion against Iraq.

17 March 2003

20 March 2003
The U.S. fired missiles at a bunker in Baghdad, 
where it was suspected that Saddam Hussein and 
other military officials were located.

Bush gave Saddam an ultimatum. 
Either Saddam and his sons leave 
Iraq within 48 hours or the U.S. will 
take military action.

Iraq is a country with a difficult terrain and 
quickly changing weather.  The terrain is one 
of mountains, desert, and marshlands. 

Marshes are found along the Iranian border 
in the south with large flooded areas, and mountains 
line the borders of Iran and Turkey. Iraq is mostly 
desert with mild to cool winters with dry, hot, 
cloudless summers. 

“ You wouldn’t believe how quick the temperature 
changes. During the day you’ll be sweating, and at 
night you’ll think you're going to freeze,” said Donald 
Strickland, veteran of the Gulf War. 

 In the northern mountainous regions or Iran and 
Turkey, locals experience extremely cold winters. 
The winters have extremely heavy snows which cause 
major flooding in the spring. Iraq is 437,072 square 
kilometers.  To get a mental picture of the size, Iraq 
is slightly larger than twice the size of Idaho. The 

coastline stretches approximately 58 kilometers.
Iraq is known for its natural resources of natural 

gas, phosphates, sulfur, and petroleum.Geography
Family life

United  States
Iraq

F     amily life can be full of tension and drama, 
but being part of a military family only adds 
to the stressful atmosphere. The military 
does its best to aid in the stress that family 

members may endure while their loved ones are 
serving their country. 

440th Air Reserves Billy Mitchel Field Air Force Base 
in Milwaukee, Wis. provides information, assistance 
and support to the approximate 1400 families in 
their unit. 

According to Angela Pedersen, Director of Family 
Support at the 440th Air Reserves Billy Mitchel Field 
Air Force Base, separation from family members is 
challenging, especially for children. 

Members of the reserve are committed to working 

Students enlist
Everyday Antioch Community High School 

students are given the option to say the 
pledge. However, to those students who 
have chosen to enlist in the armed forces 

the pledge has taken on a whole new meaning. 

Q:Are you for or against 
military action in Iraq?
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“I always saw the pledge as something right to do, 
but now that I’m enlisting in the Air Force and our 
country is taking military action in Iraq I say it loud 
and proud,” said P.J. Reasons, ACHS junior. 

According to James Phibs, who works with the 
administration of the Navy Chicago recruiting, there 
has been a large increase in the amount of people 
enlisting since the events of Sept. 11, 2001. Since the 
Iraq campaign, the amount of students enlisting had 
increased with an even larger force.

“I worry a little, but I still feel the same as the day 
I enlisted with the Marines. The war has not changed 
my mind,"  said William Cree, ACHS senior. 

According to Phibs, when someone is in their 
country's armed forces, it’s a normal job, though they 
are always training for the day their country will call 
them to service. 

“If my country needs me, I’m there ready to do 
whatever asked, “ said Michael Fair, ACHS senior 
that enlisted in the Air Force.

Though the military action is taking place overseas, 
the war is closer than Americans may realize. 
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