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Grades and GPA

In state or out of state
Major university or small college

ith the end of high school
S K / approaching quicker than
students may think, it is
never too early to start thinking about
he college scene. There are a lot of
decisions to be made about post high
school life including the biggest, what
college are you going to attend?
College, along with being one of
he most important decisions in a
person's life, is also one of the most
personal. No person, teacher or
coach should have the final say on
here you should attend.
While they are good for influence
and information, only you can tell
hether or not you feel at home.
The main things to think about
are to:
mknow yourself and your goals
mknow what you're capable of
mknow your best work habits
With so many opportunities to
choose from, it is important to know
hat you want to get out of the college
experience. Whether you're looking
for engineering, business, fine arts,
communications, or if your not sure,
he liberal arts.
Another major aspect to think
about is the size of a college. Col-
ege campus' can range from 500 to
50,000 students and class sizes 10 to
1,000. In order to make that deci-
sion, you need to know the manner
in which you work the best.
Finally, think about how far you
ant to be from home. Going to a
school on the coasts, plane tickets
home will become pricey. If home-
sickness is something that comes
over your body quickly, travelling far
from home is probably not the best
place for you.

[:’4’9 Schools
While major universities offer su-

perb instruction, familiarity with the
professors in your general studies is

hard to come by. If you're a person
who works well in a group-like envi-
ronment and don't mind sitting in a
lecture class of 500, then a big school
may suit you.

If you are not sure what it is that
you want to do, a big school may
benefit you. Switching majors will
not be that difficult with the hundreds
of programs and degrees offered.

Prospective athletes may want to go
to a Division I school in order to be
recognized by professional teams.

Small Schosls

Smaller colleges still provide a
great education, the difference be-
ing involvement in a one-on-one
community. Students get a chance
to know each other as well as their
professors better.

Smaller schools have the tendency
to be more specific on the areas in
which they offer majors. Class size
is much smaller, giving professors
an opportunity to teach individuals
rather than groups.

Schools like Beloit College in Wis-
consin are, in terms of population,
no larger than ACHS. Class size can
be about 30 students, which is very
comparable to the class size here.

Aspects like that can make a transi-
tion into college easier, and smaller
class sizes can make for a more com-
fortable learning environment.

If you're interested in becoming
a college athlete, unless you are an
all conference, a smaller college
can give the opportunity to pursue
athletics to the next level. Even if
you are a superb athlete and can't
get recognized by a big school, a
Division II or III school can help get
you noticed.

Because of a scaled down enroll-
ment, small schools can lead to a
better chance to stand out in your
area of expertise.
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Photos by Tim Racette
Katy Lukaszewski (above) listens in on a college visit from the University of Southern lllinois

in the guidance office. College visits like this one give students the opportunity to get a feel
for the school and speak with a representative from the college one-on-one. Representatives
from different colleges (left) and military branches visit the school's guidance office and
commons frequently trving to recruit prospective students and soldiers for their programs.



